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kanungo   have   gone   down   in  the   accounts   as the   " feeding   of   Brahmans."     But   the   most curious   form   of  village  expenses   occurs  where gipsies  and acrobats  are  entertained for amusement, or wandering bards in Rajput villages for the maintenance  and  occasional  " touching - up" of pedigrees.    Such charges can only be recognised in  courts of law, If they depend upon customs expressly recorded in the village  papers,  whose custodian, the village accountant, has therefore a fruitful field for the exercise  of his Ingenuity in favour of one party or another.    All such expenses are pooled together on one side, and the Income from the rent-roll, market-dues, fisheries, or other rights  (if  any)  is  also  pooled   together  on  the other side  of the account.    A balance of profit and loss  is then struck by the accountant, who has   to   divide  it  into  minute  fractional   shares corresponding    to    the    conflicting    rights    and Interests of the different co-sharers.
The village accountant, therefore, is not a purely Government official, nor is his work entirely for the benefit of Government. He is as much the representative of the landed classes as of the Government. Indeed, as he is usually the only literate man in the village (every village having a village accountant either resident or visiting it at short Intervals, while of the schoolmasters there is scarcely one to every fifteen1
1 See the last Quinquennial Review of Education *  the statement refers to the United Provinces.